1363.61 


Safe 
r  inking 
Water 


*«•  %  ;»#  m  '•  .. 

v'»*  v 

|V;V?> .. 

•Vj;  •  y.  %•  *  • 

fe-Vo/- 


don’t 
take  it 
for 
granted 


i 

' * 
•» 

ifc 

:r/ 


|&:SJ  UNIVERSITY  OF 


.  ..  :;i 

"  j  -  V'V 


V.  I'v^WBT,.  ^  ..■•■•••■  *r. 

E.  LIBRARY 


& 


mffit 


-V-? 


••4, 


4 


-  don’t  take  it  for 
granted 

An  adult  American  drinks  from  one  and  a 
half  to  five  quarts  of  water  a  day,  depending  on 
climate,  workload  and  related  factors. 

When  we  drink  from  a  public  water  supply  do 
we  question  its  quality?-not  often,  for  we  have 
rightfully  come  to  assume  that  our  tap  water  is 
safe  and  clean. 

Potential 

Problem 

Unsafe  drinking  water  could,  however,  be¬ 
come  a  major  problem  in  the  next  decade  as 
pressures  of  expanding  population,  economic 
growth  and  new  industrial  processes  increase 
our  demand  for  clean  water  and  for  new  sources 
of  it. 

Although  Illinois  has  not  had  a  serious  out¬ 
break  of  disease  attributed  to  a  public  water 
supply  since  1939,  the  potential  for  tragedy  is 
always  present. 

The  Solution 

Only  a  vigilant  agency  with  statewide  au¬ 
thority,  working  alongside  local  governments 
and  private  enterprise,  can  effectively  safe¬ 
guard  the  health  of  the  people  of  Illinois 


through  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
properly  supervised,  carefully  monitored  pub¬ 
lic  water  supply  facilities. 

In  Illinois,  that’s  the  responsibility  of  the 
state  Environmental  Protection  Agency’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Public  Water  Supplies. 

The  Means 

The  division  utilizes  several  methods  to 
achieve  its  legislative  mandate  to  maintain  the 
public’s  health  by  determining  that  water  from 
public  supplies  is  continuously  safe  in  sanitary 
and  mineral  quality  and  adequate  in  quantity. 

Traditionally,  the  division  has  operated  as  a 
service  organization,  working  to  help  the 
state’s  1,661  public  water  systems  provide  a 
continuous  supply  of  safe  drinking  water. 

Division  personnel  view  their  inspections 
and  sample  monitoring  programs  as  a  service  to 
suppliers.  Laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
protection  of  water  consumers  are  enforced 
when  attempts  at  voluntary  correction  of  de¬ 
ficiencies  have  failed. 

Because  a  public  water  supply  system  cannot 
meet  the  finished  water  requirements  if  it  is  not 
constructed  properly,  engineers  from  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  permit  section  carefully  review  all  appli- 


cations  for  water  supply  construction,  altera¬ 
tion  and  improvement. 

Field  engineers  monitor  plant  construction 
before  operation  to  ensure  consumers  will  not 
be  jeopardized  by  improper  construction  or  dis¬ 
infection  of  equipment. 

To  provide  proper  operation  and  mainte¬ 
nance,  each  public  supply  system  in  Illinois 
must  have  at  least  one  certified  operator.  This 
is  most  important,  since  the  best  assurance  of 
proper  operation  and  safety  of  a  public  water 
supply  is  a  competent  operator.  The  division, 
often  in  cooperation  with  other  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  agencies,  conducts  seminars  and  training 
courses  for  prospective  and  certified  water  sup¬ 
ply  operators,  and  performs  the  certification 
process. 

Water  quality  is  continually  monitored 
through  sample  analysis  on  a  periodic  basis. 
Special  sample  programs  are  undertaken,  and 
in  emergency  cases,  such  as  floods  and  broken 
water  mains,  the  division’s  Field  engineers  offer 
immediate  assistance. 

Should  a  citizen  complain  about  his  or  her 
public  water  quality,  division  personnel  con¬ 
tact  the  complainant  and  work  to  solve  the 
problem  if  one  exists. 

Don’t  Take  It 

For  Granted 

Although  we  are  accustomed  to  receiving 
good  quality  water  when  we  turn  on  the  faucet, 
we  can’t  take  it  for  granted.  Technology,  en¬ 
gineering,  planning,  time  and  money  are  integ¬ 
ral  factors  in  enabling  a  public  water  supply  to 
provide  its  safe,  clean  product  efficiently. 

Public  awareness  and  support  are  necessary 
if  public  water  suppliers  and  the  IEPA’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Public  Water  Supplies  are  to  maintain 
and  improve  water  quality  for  our  com¬ 
munities. 

For  additional  information  and  answers  to 
your  questions,  write  the  Illinois  Environmen¬ 
tal  Protection  Agency,  Citizens  Assistance  Sec¬ 
tion,  2200  Churchill  Road,  Springfield,  Illinois 
62706. 
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